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ABSTRACT OF THE DISCLOSURE 


An objective lens and an optical pickup device utilizing it are disclosed wherein the 
objective lens includes a specified aspheric surface profile having a discontinuity and a single 
specified diffraction optical surface so to provide a focusing effect which is usable with different 
optical recording media, such as a CD versus a DVD. By providing a single diffraction surface 
and an aspheric surface having a discontinuity, more freedom of design is achieved for the 
diffraction surface than would otherwise be possible. The objective lens according to the 
invention is designed so as to be both compact and inexpensive and enables recording/playback 
onto either type optical recording media using different wavelengths and different numerical 
apertures, depending on the recording medium used. 
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